SUTRO SYMPATHY ORCHESTRA 


The “SSO” musical aggregation is a result 
of the early seventies exodus from the cities of 
musicians jaded by the psychedelic sophistication 
and commercial ripoffs of the rock scene. Nevada, 
with its tradition of funky frontier freedom, was 
a natural retreat for many veterans of the politics 
and music of the sixties, and the historic mining 
region near Virginia City offered refuge without the 
disadvantages of remoteness experienced by the 
communes in New Mexico and Colorado. 


In late 1969 a few of the resident musicians 
on The Old Comstock formed the Sutro Sympathy 
Orchestra, playing local dances in the abandones 
town of Sutro and gaining a local following through- 
out the barrooms of Western Nevada. Although the 
band has changed and expanded over the years, 
several of the original members remain today, includ- 
ing Wayne Thomas, originally from Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, and later a member of the legendary 
“P. H. Factor Jug Band” in Seattle and the early 
San Francisco rock scene. Wayne sings Hank 
Williams songs with a genuine empathy that has 
been one of the band’s strong points in the bucka- 
roo bars of the sheep dipping and goat roping 
circuit of Nevada back-country bars. 


Another original member is Craig “’C. C.”’ 
Hyde, a former nuclear geologist turned trumpet and 
harmonica player, whose attachment to dixieland 
and early blues tunes brought the Sutro Gang a 
reputation for good-time music among the lounge 
and hot spring set of the State Capitol. 


Michael Clark, lead guitarist, vocalist and one 
of the bands most prolific writers, is justly famous 
for his songs of contemporary nevada, it’s economic 
and social graces or lack thereof. 


In the spring of 1973 the band began 


working with Lynne Hughes, who had left the 
rapidly disintegrating ‘Stoneground’ after a three- 
year tour of the U.S. and Europe. Lynne had 
appeared with the original ‘‘Charlatans’” at Virginia 
City’s ‘‘Red Dog Saloon” in 1965 and returned 
to the Comstock to rest and write, joining ““Sutro 
Sympathy Orchestra’ following several guest 
appearances at local dances. Last spring, her 
Stoneground hit, “Passion Flower’, along with 
her San Francisco reputation, led the group to 
the verge of recording this winter, with several 
singles in the works on as as yet unnamed label. 


Lynne’s vocal stylings, along with the horn work 
of “C. C.”” Hyde and clarinet of Darius Javaher, 
second guitar and mysterious persian of the mountain 
mines, attracted Victor Goldstein, a Hollywood ex- 
patriate tenor saxophone player whose presence in 
Nevada is still a mystery to the band, it being con- 
sidered bad form in Nevada to inquire closely into 
anyone’s reasons for immigrating. This formed 

the now infamous “Knuckle Brass” unit of the 
expanded ‘’Sutro Sympathy Orchestra” and allowed 
the band to add Glen Miller and Tommy Dorsey 
to their list of irreverent nostalgia numbers. 
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With the rhythm section, Rob Greer and 
Richard Wagner, the band has eight members and 
a variety of material that makes them one of the 
few “‘all night’’ bands playing the rock circuit. 
From country to swing with rock and rhythm, the 
“Sutro Sympathy Orchestra” offers a musical ex- 
perience for dancers and listeners alike that is unique, 
just as Nevada is unlike any other lifestyle. 
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The San Francisco Chronical, in a laudatory 
music column called them “Funky As A Chicken 
Coop” and heralded their San Francisco debut as 
“As Unqualified Success’, but the band’s favorite 
review comes from their home county Sheriff, 
who once said: “if Sutro is playing, we consider 
that it’s our business to check the dance out for 
trouble’”’. 


SERVICE AND QUALITY 


6 RTS MELT RIT 


al 
= sf 
ot la’ 
Gn Co te 
o = ae ae 
wo © on = 
oO © lan 
3 ~ §O 
ae. Pf 5 
as PSH 
oo WN 
3 py ae 
os i BS 
oe ee 
+53 250 
eR ht 
5 S 
‘ S 


Sound by Sound of Music...... and 
much more. The pub has been happily associated 
with Sound of Music since that first exciting night 
Steelwind opened the doors. Providing sound 
service is but one phase of Sacto.’s community 
music store. A visit to S.0.M., located at 2866 
Fulton Avenue (near the Town and Country Village) 
can be a sound experience for the beginner or the 
professional . . . . for your enjoyment there are 
guitars, drums, synthesizers, harmonicas and... . . 
a pinball machine. Sound of Music rents (and 
rave’s?), repairs amps and guitars and gives lessons. 
And now S.O.M. Artist Agency proudly represents 
several exciting music artists including Stephen 
Paul Craig and the Carmichael Traveling Street Band. 


The Greater Carmichael Traveling Street 
Band is a musical treat for everyone who comes to 
see and hear them Devoted to having a good time 
the Street Band offers toe tapping swing music 
(featuring the singing of heavenly Miss Temple) and 
then Brother Lee Love just may sell you the most 
versatile vacuum cleaner not on the market! Dis- 
cover the fun for yourself every tuesday in March— 
bring a friend....... 


Steve Craig is fast gaining an appreciative 
following. With his big voice, acoustic guitar and 
easy going manner Steve regularly entertains his fans 
with original tunes and personalized renditions of 
other folk artists. An added attraction is not un- 
usual when Steve Craig and “this week’s special’ 
are on the bill. With over ten years experience 
on the music scene Steve brings a comfortable con- 
fidence and enjoyable music to the Pub’s stage 
March 6. ... be there... . 
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Fulton Avenue (near the Town and Country Village) 

can be a sound experience for the beginner or the 

professional . . . . for your enjoyment there are 

guitars, drums, synthesizers, harmonicas and. .. . 

a pinball machine. Sound of Music rents (and 

rave’s?), repairs amps and guitars and gives lessons. 

And now S.O.M. Artist Agency proudly represents 

several exciting music artists including Stephen 

Paul Craig and the Carmichael Traveling Street Band. 
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| {7 & E Sts; Sacramento 95810 The Greater Carmichael Traveling Street 
443-2748 Band is a musical treat for everyone who comes to 

see and hear them Devoted to having a good time 

SERVICE AND QUALITY PRINTING & LITHOGRAPHY the Street Band offers toe tapping swing music 
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